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QUICK FACTS:
• FLORIDA HAS THE NATION’S THIRD HIGHEST HOMELESS POPULATION, INCLUDING
OVER 5,500 VETERANS AND MORE THAN 7,000 FAMILIES (INCLUDING OVER 10,800
HOMELESS CHILDREN).*
• OVER 900,000 VERY LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLDS, INCLUDING HARDWORKING
FAMILIES, ELDERS, AND DISABLED FLORIDIANS LIVING ON FIXED INCOMES, PAY MORE
THAN 50% OF THEIR INCOMES FOR HOUSING.

*Note that these numbers only include people who are unsheltered or staying in emergency or transitional shelters. They do not
include people who are doubled up or living in hotels/motels.
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WHY DOES HOME MATTER?
The health, safety, and welfare of Floridians and the strength of Florida’s overall
economy hinges on an adequate supply of affordable housing for Florida’s working
families, elders, and people with disabilities living on fixed incomes.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING REDUCES TAXPAYER EXPENSES
• Affordable and accessible housing allows seniors and persons with disabilities to live independently in
their communities, avoiding the public costs of institutional care.
• For seniors and the physically disabled, independent living saves taxpayers almost $20,000 per person
per year. For persons with developmental disabilities the savings are even greater—almost $80,000 per
person per year.
• Permanent supportive housing (housing that is supported by case management services) for the
chronic homeless saves taxpayers money by reducing the costs borne by hospitals, law enforcement,
and other crisis services. Permanent supportive housing can realize a net cost savings of $20,000 or
more per person housed.1

AFFORDABLE HOUSING INCREASES REVENUES
• Affordable housing construction and rehabilitation stimulates local economies. Contractors and
suppliers spend money on materials and labor, and workers spend their earnings locally.
• Money spent on housing has a multiplier and a ripple effect.
• In 2010, housing dollars deployed through the Florida Housing Finance Corporation (FHFC) created
more than $4.8 billion in total economic output, 41,000 jobs, and $1.7 billion in labor income.
• If the state and local housing trust fund monies are appropriated for housing in Fiscal Year 2014-15, it will
create over 27,000 jobs and over $3.4 billion in positive economic benefit for Florida in just one year, while
creating homes that will last far into the future.*
*Based on historic data and the December Revenue Estimating Conference projecting documentary stamp collections deposited into the
state and local housing trust funds of approximately $291 million.

The Florida Housing Coalition has produced this report in support of Home Matters®
(www.HomeMattersAmerica.com), a national movement to make Home a reality for everyone by
elevating the importance of Home’s impact on people’s health, education, personal success, public
safety, and the economy. Participating in Home Matters is a coast-to-coast coalition composed of
members of the general public, leaders of housing and community development organizations, as well
as other organizations concerned about increasing the positive impact of Home in their communities.
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