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Sadowski Coalition Calls on Florida Legislature to 
Use All State & Local Housing 
Trust Fund Monies for Housing
PRESS CONFERENCE | DECEMBER 9, 2019

The Sadowski Coalition – made up of 32 diverse statewide 
organizations, including industry and business groups; 
advocates for the elderly, veterans, homeless and special 
needs; and faith-based organizations – gathered at a press 
conference on December 9 to call on the Florida Legislature 
to use all state and local housing trust fund monies for housing 
in Fiscal Year 2020-21.

Following the opening of the press conference by Ross, 
Senator Mayfield (Republican from Melbourne) and 
Representative Sam Killebrew (Republican from Winter Haven) 
joined in calling for a stop to the sweeps of the housing trust 
funds by explaining their bipartisan bills, SB 306 and HB 381 
intended to stop the sweeps.

“There’s a sense of pride in owning your own home, and that’s what this program provides people 
and their family — a sense of pride of owning their own home knowing that they have a place to 
go to every single day when they come home from work, when they come home from school,” 
said Senator Mayfield, who is a sponsor of SB 306. “It’s vital to Floridians and it’s also vital to 
Florida’s economy, which is why I decided to again file legislation to stop the practice of using 
the affordable housing trust fund for purposes other than affordable housing. I look forward to 
working with my colleagues in the Senate and in the House to put a stop to the normalization of 
sweeping these funds.”
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legislation

“On behalf of the Sadowski 
Coalition, I want to thank the 
Governor and the sponsors of these 
bills for their leadership in using the 
housing trust funds as intended to 
house Florida’s workforce and most 
vulnerable residents,” said Jaimie 
Ross, facilitator of the Sadowski 
Coalition, and president and CEO 
of the Florida Housing Coalition. 

“By using the housing trust funds for housing, it will create more 
than 30,000 jobs and more than $4.4 billion in positive economic 
impact in Florida. The Sadowski trust funds are dedicated for this 
purpose and not needed to balance the budget.”

“I am proud to co-introduce, with Representative Silvers, House Bill 381. The intent of the bill, same 
as SB 306, filed by Senator Mayfield, is to stop the normalization of sweeping the housing trust funds 
so that we can help Florida’s workforce, our elderly, our veterans, and people with disabilities living 
on fixed incomes to live in safe housing that they can afford. In my community, Polk County, our local 
SHIP program received less than 1 million dollars after the sweeps last year.  Polk County should have 
received over $8 million dollars. That loss of $7 million dollars in one year hurt our community,” said 
Representative Sam Killebrew, HB 381 sponsor. “ And these sweeps have been going on now for 
more than 15 years. The sweep of funds has real consequences to our constituents.  I heard from local 
elected officials and from residents in my district at our delegation meeting back home. And our loss 

is dwarfed by the loss of funds from larger communities with even greater needs in the state, like Hillsborough, Orange, and 
Palm Beach County. I have learned about the good that the SHIP program has done throughout Polk County—it has helped 
4,300 families to become homeowners.  Families that include teachers, police officers, employees at grocery stores, and at 
hotels.  It has helped replace dilapidated and unlivable properties with safe and decent housing. It has provided emergency 
repairs for our elders living on fixed incomes. But Polk County hasn’t been able to provide anywhere near the assistance it 
needs to because the housing trust funds have too often not been used for their intended purpose. If we want to continue to 
fuel our growing, diversifying economy, we need to use the Sadowski Trust Funds to help the workers that are the foundation 
of our state. And we need to help our most vulnerable populations from falling into homelessness. I am asking my colleagues 
in the House to join me in putting an end to the sweeps of the housing trust funds.” 

“The Florida Chamber of 
Commerce recognizes that 
affordable housing is import-
ant for Florida families and 
our state’s economy,” said 
Christopher Emmanuel, 
Director of Infrastructure 
and Governance Policy, 
Florida Chamber of 
Commerce, which is a 

member of the Sadowski Coalition. “That’s why we’re 
uniting the business community for good and working 
to ensure that the Sadowski Trust Funds are an important 
part of that solution.”

“As the state’s housing finance agency, florida housing administers these important programs  
where we stand ready to support in any way we can and look forward to working with the 
legislature on senate bill 306 and house bill 381.” said Ron Lieberman, the incoming chairman 
of the Florida Housing Finance Corporation’s Board of Directors. President of Steel Structures 
of Florida, Inc., past President of the Florida Home Builder’s Association, two-time President 
of the Citrus County Builder’s Association, and the Florida Realtor’s Association Board of 
Directors. “We all applaud Governor Ron DeSantis who announced in his bolder, brighter, better 
future budget full funding of the $387 million for affordable and workforce housing programs. 
The housing trust funds is an integral and important resource in ensuring safe, decent, affordable 

housing is available to families throughout the state of Florida. Florida Housing, along with the Sadowski Coalition, work every 
day to help Florida families obtain housing options that are affordable to them. We believe full funding of these affordable 
housing resources and opportunities help make Florida communities great places to live, work, and do business.”


