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New Coalition Board Member:  Cheryl Howell
Cheryl Howell is the Director of Affordable Housing for Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners. 
Ms. Howell’s many years of work throughout Florida has been to improve the quality of living for people through 
community building and strategic initiatives. Her work to unify community stakeholders is founded in the philosophy 
of “strengthening the ties that bind us together” to advance the common goal of improving lives. This premise makes 

way for a broad array of stakeholders to utilize their expertise to aid in increasing and expanding affordable housing development. 
Ms. Howell’s work offers fresh ideas for private and public partners working to advance long-term viable solutions for affordable 
housing. Ms. Howell also serves as the President of the Florida Community Development Association (FCDA).

New Coalition Staff Member: Kody Glazer
Kody Glazer will begin his tenure with the Florida Housing Coalition as Legal Director on August 1, 2019. He 
graduated Magna Cum Laude from the Florida State University College of Law, where he served concurrently 
on the Law Review and the Journal of Land Use & Environmental Law.  Kody is particularly versed in local and 
state governmental affairs, fair housing, land use, and environmental law. Prior to joining the Coalition, Kody 
clerked for the National Fair Housing Alliance in Washington D.C. where he gained valuable insight into 

federal funding mechanisms and discrimination laws that affect affordable housing and opportunity.  Kody has also clerked for 
the Leon County Attorney’s Office and Hopping Green & Sams P.A. where he specialized in land use and environmental law 
focusing on the land development process of various local governments and other processes that affect the makeup of the 
human environment.  Kody expertise also includes Sadowski Act legal issues, Community Land Trusts, and Inclusionary Zoning.

New Coalition Staff Member: Blaise Denton
The Florida Housing Coalition’s team now includes Blaise Denton, a Technical Advisor. He has years of 
experience working with state and local government focusing on affordable housing, transportation-oriented 
development, historic preservation, and special populations issues. Prior to joining the Coalition, Blaise 
worked as a training and policy specialist at the Florida Department of Elder Affairs, where he designed 
E-Learning courses used to train hundreds of adult day care administrators, created budgeting systems to 

help manage over two million federal grant dollars, and provided planning and policy services.  Blaise has particular expertise 
in data management, geospatial analysis using ArcGIS and Tableau, and quantitative analysis. Blaise holds a Master’s Degree 
in Urban and Regional Planning and a dual Bachelors in Literature and Religion from Florida State University.

Armando Fana Promoted to Assistant City Administrator
Current board member Armando Fana was recently promoted to Assistant City Administrator for the City of 
West Palm Beach. In that role he will oversee the City’s Housing and Community Development, Parks and 
Recreation, Events, Library, Community Engagement, Sustainability, and Art in Public Places departments. 

Nancy Merolla Celebrates New Position
Current board member Nancy Merolla is celebrating the recent acquisition of Florida Community Bank by 
Synovus and her new position as Community Development Officer for Synovus. She joined FCB as CRA 
Officer in May, 2012. She is an administrator with a proven record of success in administering public and 
private non-profit organizations serving the community’s needs. In her current position, she focuses on the 

Bank’s community reinvestment activities throughout Florida.


