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AGENDA

ÅIntroduction and Overview  Gladys 

Cook- FHC

ÅDebra Susie, National Low Income 

Housing Coalition

ÅVolunteers bring Disaster Recovery

ÅYour questions- please write in!



Debra Susie, Disaster 
Recovery Coordinator

dsusie@nlihc.org

http://nlihc.org/issues/disaster
www.nlihc.org

mailto:dsusie@nlihc.org
http://www.nlihc.org/


CDBG-DR Update

ÅHANDOUT: an outline of the key features 

residents and advocates should know about the 

CDBG-DR Federal Register notice 



Multifamily Property Damage

Status Report from HUDôs Office of 

Multifamily Housing Programs 

ÅFlorida has 910 Multifamily properties; 11% 

suffered moderate to severe damage

Å173 properties are not fully operational. Only 10 

have approved recovery plans 

ÅHUD is still collecting information about 

displaced residents 



Updates

Funds for NFIP Policyholders: National Flood 

Insurance Program policyholders in Special Flood 

Hazard Areas may request extra funds, known as 

Increased Cost of Compliance, to upgrade a 

structure to comply with local building regulations.

Increase in Free School Lunch Following Irma, the 

number of students in the Florida Keys taking free 

and reduced meals has increased from about a 

third to almost 60%. 



Assistance for Puerto Rico

Funding for Relief, Not Debt:

ÅFive representatives and two senators sent a letter to 

the chairman of the Financial Oversight and 

Management Board (FOMB) for Puerto Rico, José B. 

Carrión III, 

ÅRecently passed disaster supplemental should be 

used solely for recovery and rebuilding purposes.

ÅVarious reports suggested that the Puerto Rican 

government may use federal funding to service the 

islandôs debt, which ñcompletely disregards the 

continued suffering on the Island.ò



Florida Assistance for 
Puerto Rican Evacuees

Call for Direct Lease Program: Senators Marco 
Rubio (R-FL) and Bill Nelson (D-FL) sent a letter to 
FEMA Administrator Brock Long

ÅUrged FEMA to approve the Direct Lease Program 
for Puerto Rican families who have relocated to 
the mainland 

ÅAn estimated 200,000 Puerto Rican families have 
evacuated to Florida

ÅñThe federal government must continue to play an 
active role in addressing the housing issues facing 
Puerto Ricans displaced by Hurricane Maria.ò

https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/117d700f-b3fd-4411-aa0b-de78df8f0889/499DC790DAC1454DECA5E75294BB01A1.18.2.15-rubio-nelson-letter-to-fema-admin-long---direct-lease-program.pdf


Volunteers bring Disaster Recovery

ÅKen Skalitzky, Emergency 

Management Director for 

Volunteer Florida 

ken@volunteerflorida.org

ÅGabe Tischler, Chair of Florida 

VOAD and Emergency 

Management Specialist for 

Catholic Charities of Florida 

gtischler@flaccb.org

mailto:ken@volunteerflorida.org
mailto:gtischler@flaccb.org


What is VOAD?

https://flvoad.communityos.org/cms/

Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters is an 

association of organizations that:

ÅMitigate and alleviate the impact of disasters,

ÅProvides a forum promoting cooperation, 

communication, coordination and collaboration

ÅFosters more effective delivery of services to 

communities affected by disaster

https://flvoad.communityos.org/cms/


ÅVoluntary



Disaster Recovery Volunteers

Ken Skalitzky:  

# volunteers registered? 

# volunteer hours 

logged?

What activity from 

Americorps, VISTA and 

others?

How are local 

governments plugging 

into the volunteer 

system?



AmeriCorps

The Disaster Services Unit (DSU) 

leads Corporation for National 

and Community Service 

engagement across the 

disaster services cycle and 

serves as the central hub for 

disaster related activities.

We complete this through our 

AmeriCorps Disaster Response 

Teams (A -DRT) by focusing on 

all the four elements of the 

disaster cycle: preparedness, 

response, recovery, and 

mitigation.



Accomplishments

Deployed 416 Members
as of February 2nd, 2018

Service Type Output

Completed Damage Assessments 2037

Structures mucked/gutted 107

Structures/ Mold Suppression 35

Debris Removed (cubic yards) 24710

Hazard Trees Removed 1186

Temporary Roof Repair 339

Completed Wellness Checks 3012

Completed Work Orders 1243



3rd Phase of Operations

We are looking to directly support Long Term Recovery Groups 

(LTRGs) or organizations connected to LTRGs with minor home 

repairs and cleanup to expedite survivor reoccupation of 

homes through our AmeriCorps Disaster Response Teams (A -

DRT).

In order to successfully deploy a National 

Service team to your Long Term Recovery 

Group for our 3 rd Phase of operations 

please email:

americorpsirmaresponse@gmail.com

mailto:americorpsirmaresponse@gmail.com


Disaster Recovery Volunteers

Gabe Tischler:  

How have the VOADs 

responded to Irma? 

What is the role of 

volunteers in the 

óIndividual Assistance 

Sequence of Deliveryô?



ÅVoluntary



ÅVoluntary



Photo Tour: Volunteers in Action

Photo Tour: https://photos.app.goo.gl/vZLjOFzjdsJZPOod2

Blind widow in her 70s living on disability 

Son must have dialysis four times per week

Disaster Damage: Tree on house 

ÅCatholic Charities used volunteer labor and 

contractors to replace the roof for $6,500

ÅMennonite Disaster Services repairs $7,500 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/vZLjOFzjdsJZPOod2


Disaster Preparation Volunteers

Ken Skalitzky:  

What are Volunteer Floridaôs disaster-preparation 

responsibilities?

What types of disaster do you prepare for? 

How is the Local Mitigation Strategy important?

Gabe Tischler:  

Number of houses strengthened with VOAD 

involvement?

What funds pay volunteer disaster mitigation?

Provide overview of common mitigation features



Upcoming Training

ÅNext Hurricane Irma Member Update Webinar-
March 2:

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/86898950791
3603843 

ÅMarch 5, Housing Counseling series: Successfully 
Implementing Counseling Assistance

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/59554457426
37398018

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5955445742637398018


Interagency Disaster Recovery Forums 
The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta 

and the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency 

To better understand Hurricane Irma post-disaster 
community needs for housing, small business, and 
community services.  For banks, community based 
organizations, local government, and other stakeholders.

ÅSouth Florida Meeting: Monday, February 26, 12 pm ï
4:30 pm at the Urban League of Broward County, Fort 
Lauderdale, FL. Register: 
http://www.cvent.com/d/8tq4s0/4W

ÅSouthwest Florida Meeting: Tuesday, February 27, 12 
pm ï4:30 pm at CareerSource Southwest Florida, 
Immokalee, FL. To register, please follow the 
corresponding link: http://www.cvent.com/d/ctqcqs/4W. 

Questions: contact April Atkins (aatkins@FDIC.gov)

http://www.cvent.com/d/8tq4s0/4W
http://www.cvent.com/d/ctqcqs/4W


MARCH 26-29
ORLANDO HILTON
www.hurricanemeeting.com

23



24

http://flghc.org/

MAY 13-18 PALM BEACH COUNTY 

CONVENTION CENTER



Technical Assistance is Available

Available Daily: 1 (800) 677-4548

Options for Further Assistance Include:
Phone and Email consultation

Site Visits 

Register at www.flhousing.org for:
Workshops
Webinars

http://www.flhousing.org/


Thank you!

Michael Chaney

Åchaney@flhousing.org

Åwww.flhousing.org

mailto:chaney@flhousing.org
http://www.flhousing.org/

