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COALITION NEWS
NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBERS

SCHONNA
GREEN
is the founder and
Executive Director
of Mothers and
Infants Striving for
Success (M.I.S.S.) of
the Treasure Coast,

which is the first and only women’s
homeless shelter in Martin County. She
is also founder of the Martin County
Continuum of Care Council, a coalition
of agencies that maximize services for
the homeless, which is now known as the
Treasure Coast Homeless Services
Council, on which she serves as a board
member. In December 2004, Schonna
was the recipient of an “Unsung Hero
Award” from the Dwight Allison Fellows
Program.  Soon, Schonna hopes to break

ground for Butterfly Gardens, a 20-unit
apartment complex in Martin County that
will provide mothers and children with
on-site medical, dental, educational and
daycare services.

GRACE
MIRANDA
provides consulting
services for small
nonprofit
organizations and is
pursuing her
doctoral degree in
organization

management at Capella University.  She
currently manages the Center for
Affordable Homeownership of the Tampa

Housing Authority and is a member of
the Tampa Bay Faith Alliance Coalition.
She previously served as the Housing
Manager for the CDC of Tampa, Inc.
Grace holds a bachelor’s degree in
Human Services, master’s degree in
Organizational Management and
Leadership, and a professional
certification in Affordable Housing
Development from the Neighborhood
Reinvestment Corporation. She is board
chair for the Governor’s Front Porch
Council, Inc., and previously served on the
Neighborhood Lending Partners’
Homeownership Center Board of
Directors, Tampa Housing Authority Hope
VI Advisory Board, Florida IDA Coalition,
Tampa Mayor’s Enterprise Development
Project and the Youth Education Training
Program Advisory Board.  

H

NEW FLORIDA HOUSING COALITION ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBER

RICARDO “RICK” SOTO-LOPEZ
Rick has worked with a diverse range of planning and
community development organizations in New York,
New Jersey, California and more recently Central
Florida. Rick holds a bachelor of science in Urban and
Regional Studies from the State University of New York,
as well as a master’s degree in Urban Planning from the
City University of New York.  He is a Ph.D. candidate
at the Milano Graduate School of Management and

Urban Policy at New School University. He has also
been an Adjunct Assistant Professor of Public Policy
and Planning for the Graduate Program in Urban
Studies at Long Island University.  Currently Rick is
the Senior Planner for Housing and Community
Development with the City of Winter Park, where he
has facilitated the development of Hannibal Square
Community Land Trust to foster long-term affordable
housing in that city.

The Florida Housing Coalition’s 
18TH ANNUAL STATEWIDE AFFORDABLE HOUSING CONFERENCE

September 12-14, 2005

Omni Orlando Resort at ChampionsGate

And the comment heard most often “This is the best conference yet... I don’t
know how you will ever top this one.”  But somehow we do, so... 

SAVE THIS DATE



FAREWELL TO CATHERINE BROZOWSKI
Catherine has been a member of the Coalition’s Advisory Council and has
represented the Washington Mutual Bank as its Corporate Giving Fund
Manager. Located in Plantation, Florida, she managed the bank’s charitable
giving activities in the Southeast, including Florida, Georgia, and South
Carolina. An avid traveler, Catherine is leaving for a year-long traveling
adventure around the world. We wish her the very best wherever she goes!

JANICE BOONE
is the Vice President
and Regional
Community
Development
Manager for
AmSouth Bank. She
has over 30 years of
banking experience

and has devoted the last four years to
community development activities in South
Alabama and Florida. She serves on the
board of directors and advisory boards of
several organizations, including the
Escambia County Enterprise Zone

Development Agency, Community
Enterprise Investments (Pensacola), City of
Pensacola/Escambia County SHIP
Advisory Committee, CIRCLE, Inc.
(Pensacola), Lifelines Family Counseling
(Mobile), and North Florida Fannie Mae.    

DEANA L. LEWIS is the First Vice
President and Florida Community
Development Manager at SunTrust Bank
and is a graduate of ABA National
Compliance School at the University of
Oklahoma.  Deana serves on many state

and local civic
organizations and
boards including
The Florida
Community Loan
Fund, Escambia
County Housing
Partnership
Council, Pensacola

Enterprise Zone Advisory Board,
Greater Pensacola Front Porch Housing
Council, Community Enterprise
Investments, Inc., and The Institute on
Urban Policy and Commerce at FAMU. 
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NEW COALITION FINANCIAL SERVICES COUNCIL MEMBERS

H

NEW COALITION
STAFF MEMBER

DAN HORVATH of Community Enterprise Investments, a long-time
member of the FHFC Board of Directors, has recently been elected to
a one-year term as Chairperson for the Florida Community Loan
Fund Board of Directors.   The FCLF provides loans to Florida
nonprofits for affordable housing, economic development and social
services projects.  As chair, Dan will assist FCLF in its new strategic
planning process and in implementing its recent New Markets Tax
Credit initiative. 

S T E V E N
C U M B O
came to work
for the Florida
H o u s i n g
Coalition in
the fall of
2004.  Steve is

a technical assistance provider for
the Coalition.  Mr. Cumbo has over
six years of experience working in
City government with affordable
housing programs.  He has served
as a member of the City of Miami’s
HOPWA Board in numerous
capacities; and he has served on
the Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS
Partnership and the Housing
Committee of the Miami-Dade
HIV/AIDS Partnership. In
addition, he has worked as a
mental health professional for
nonprofit organizations prior to
working with affordable housing.
Steve will be focusing primarily on
providing assistance to fund
recipients of the HOME, SHIP &
CDBG programs.

MELVIN A. PHILPOT, the chairman of the Florida Housing
Coalition Board of Directors, was recently selected to be Chairman of
the Board for Homes in Partnership, a successful nonprofit
organization that builds affordable housing throughout Central Florida.

NEWS ABOUT FLORIDA HOUSING COALITION
BOARD AND STAFF MEMBERS
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HOUSING NEWS NETWORK

2005 Legislative Session: Continued from page 4

Florida needs increased funding for
workforce affordable housing, not static
funding at an arbitrarily established
$193 million level. According to the
Florida Association of Realtors,
existing home prices rose by 71 percent
from 2000 to 2004.  At the same time,
the average household income in
Florida during that same period rose
less than 10 percent (see tables).  Our
workforce needs substantially more
money to bridge the gap between
income and housing prices—not less.

Nearly every day in every newspaper
around the state there is a story about
the affordable housing crisis—how
communities cannot house their own
lower paid but essential workforce.
Real property prices have been
skyrocketing while average incomes
grow minimally.  Following the four
hurricanes Florida experienced in
2004, housing advocates thought we
would see an end to the notion that the
state and local housing trust funds
should be eliminated or capped. 

Capping the Sadowski Act state and
local housing trust funds would break a
trust at the expense of Florida’s
teachers, police officers, firefighters,
hospital employees, and service
workers throughout the state; it would
be a huge step backwards for working
families struggling to find housing
within their means in the communities
they serve.  If a cap is ultimately to be
enacted, there is no rationale for it to be
at $193 million.  If a cap were to begin
at an amount that is so far below today’s
need for funding the difference between
income and housing prices, we would
continue to fall deeper into the housing
crisis that is now affecting every large
county and urban/suburban city in
Florida in which essential workforce
housing is scarce or nonexistent.  

Subsidy Needed to 
Qualify for Median Home 

2000 vs. 2004
100% of Median

Subsidy Needed to 
Qualify for Median Home 

2000 vs. 2004
80% of Median


