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Mobility services provider in Thompson 
v. HUD Fair Housing Case in Baltimore 

 Sustainable Communities Initiative 
(SCI) Baltimore Regional Grant Steering 
Committee 



Housing determines a family’s location 
and because of that, housing is the 

fulcrum of opportunity, linked to many 
factors critical to success of adults and 

children in American Society.  

 Gary Orfield and Nancy McArdle, The Vicious Cycle: Segregated 
Housing, Schools, and Intergenerational Inequality 

 



Civil Rights Act of 1968- Title VIII (Fair 
Housing Act) intended to be a comprehensive 
solution to the problem of unlawful 
discrimination in housing based on race, 
color, sex, national origin, or religion. 

 Section 808(e)(5) the Secretary of HUD shall 
administer the programs…relating to housing 
and urban development in a manner 
affirmatively to further the policies of this 
subchapter. 

 



Housing and Community Development Act 
of 1974-amended in 1983 to require that 
grantees certify compliance with Civil Rights 
act of 1964 and the Fair Housing Act, and the 
grantee will affirmatively further fair housing 

HUD Regulations followed that require 
grantees to administer all programs and 
activities...to affirmatively further fair housing;  
and to conduct an analysis of impediments to 
fair housing choice 

 

 



New Regulations in the works 

HUD Fair Housing enforcement and fair 
housing advocacy groups paying more 
attention to the reality behind the AFFH 
certification 

Grantees and States have to examine their 
policies and practices that impact the location 
of affordable housing 

 



Source:  http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/documents/huddoc?id=Mapofy11Chal_RegGrantees.pdf 



 Sustainable Communities Initiative Regional 
Planning Grantees have to prepare an FHEA 
as part of their SCI work 

Data Analysis that identifies areas of 
segregation and integration; poverty; access to 
areas of opportunity; major public 
investment; and fair housing issues and 
services 



 FHEA Engagement- After Data Analysis 
phase, findings must be shared with regional 
leadership- meaningful and consequential 
conversation 

The Bridge- how those findings will inform the 
regional planning effort and decisions that flow 
from it 

 For example preferences for affordable housing 
production allocated to “high opportunity areas” 

 



Adoption of workforce or inclusionary 
housing laws and policies to create affordable 
housing in areas of high demand 

 



Adoption of workforce or inclusionary 
housing laws and policies to create affordable 
housing in areas of high demand 

 Including Source of Income as a protected 
class in State and local anti-discrimination 
statutes 

 



Adoption of workforce or inclusionary 
housing laws and policies to create affordable 
housing in areas of high demand 

 Including Source of Income as a protected 
class in State and local anti-discrimination 
statutes 

Establish “exception rents” for higher cost 
neighborhoods to increase housing options 
for housing choice voucher holders 

 



 Provide mobility counseling to assist HCV holders in 
accessing  the full range of neighborhoods 

 



 Provide mobility counseling to assist HCV holders in 
accessing  the full range of neighborhoods 

 New Demonstration in the Baltimore region: for 
multifamily insurance programs, HUD will offer 
incentives to make more affordable housing available 
in mixed-income, integrated communities.  

 



 Provide mobility counseling to assist HCV holders in 
accessing  the full range of neighborhoods 

 New Demonstration in the Baltimore region: for 
multifamily insurance programs, HUD will offer 
incentives to make more affordable housing available 
in mixed-income, integrated communities.  

 In addition, HUD will require that this new affordable 
housing be made available to Housing Choice Voucher 
holders, expanding housing options for these families. 

 



 How can they be used to promote access to 
opportunity?   

 A coalition of organizations is advocating that 
foreclosed properties in high opportunity areas be 
acquired by high performing non-profits, to be 
managed as rental housing that serves very low, 
low and moderate income households 

 This will require changes to the current federal 
disposition process to enable access to purchase 
portfolios and financing for high performing non-
profits 











Innovative Housing Institute 
www.inclusionary.org 

Baltimore Regional Housing Campaign 
www.baltimoreregionalhousing.org 

Kirwan Institute 
www.kirwaninstitute.osu.edu 

Poverty & Race Research Action Committee 
http://prrac.org/pdf/BaltimoreMobilityReport.pdf 

Housing Partnership Network  
www.housingpartnership.net 

National Fair Housing Alliance 
www.nationalfairhousing.org  

Department of Housing and Urban Development – Notice of 
Intent to Conduct Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing 
Demonstration in Baltimore, MD 

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2012/09/05/2012-21840/notice-of-intent-to-conduct-
affirmatively-furthering-fair-housing-demonstration-in-baltimore-md  
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